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                                                  Pruning & Meeting of The Minds

Luke, the author of Acts takes us on a remarkable journey today, and the Gospel of John 15: 1-8 carries us even farther along to knowing and becoming one with Christ Jesus.  The journey, however, requires much of us - learning,   pruning,  inquiring, a meeting of the minds and an abiding.   These ingredients create a fascinating result where buds blossom and bloom, fragrances are delicious and fruit is bourne..   Woven together to create this pattern are an inquiring mind, a disciple who has been through the pruning, Isaiah’s prophetic word, an Ethiopian Eunuch, the Word of God, (Incarnated) - ,  the Spirit of God,  Water -( the universal symbol of life), and Jesus, Son of God, the Source of life!   Only LOVE can produce such a result. Only the love of God, perfected in each of  us through his Son, after the pruning, and the abiding, can be fruitful and productive.

Early spring is a good season for pruning.  Even when a tree is pruned down to the bare stump, Job says “There is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not cease..... at the scent of water, it will bud, and bring forth boughs.” (Job 14;7-9)   So with this promise and  hope, in mid April, I picked up my shears, pruned and cut down the hedges..   (The cutting down initiated conversations by those who passed by, some watched and - even the children were curious.  What are you doing and why?  Ah, this is necessary.  I am doing this so that the tree will become fuller and greener, I replied.)  It took a while, and as I cut,   I wondered whether the tree and branches can feel the pain and the  effect of my action to them.  There were wild roses among the hedges, so in the process, I got pricked by the thorns, and I screamed ouch.  It was hard work. It required a lot energy, especially when I got to the stout trunks.  It was good for me to engage in this pruning, and I thought, that’s what God does with us. When the job was completed, the neighbors said, that looks good. (It was bare and they called it good - their eyes were opened to beauty.)  He prunes us, and clips us so that we can become more full of him.  I pruned the rose bushes in my garden prior to the hedges.

As I pruned the roses, I  remembered Mr.  Hazelwood, from my childhood.  My mom had a lovely garden; her special plant is the Rose..  Mr. Hazelwood was a “Grafter” in the village.  He grafted the rose bushes in my Mom’s garden. He cut one branch from one rose tree, - then he made an incision in another rose tree, and he “grafted” the piece that he had cut from the yellow rose on to the red or pink, or white rose..The tree was tended and watered and after several months, the branch on the tree grew and bore roses. The new branch abode with the tree on which it was grafted.   The end result was beautiful.  One tree bearing many colours of roses!   The admiration of that one tree, bearing many different colours, was stunning...   I can see the new shoots of the rose bush that I pruned in early spring..  They are tender, with a rich brown-reddish glow.  Soon the branches will lengthen, the buds will appear, and with the combined care of God’s gentle hand, the water and the light of the sun, the roses will bloom, and the fragrance in the air sweet.   The branch, the tree, the root and the soil are loved -  all watered and tended by the invisible Hand of God.

So it is with us, believers and children of God.   The gospel gives a meditative account. Jesus says: 

        “I am the true vine, you are the branches, my Father is the vinegrower.                               Every branch that bears fruit, he prunes to make it bear more fruit .  Abide in me, as I abide in you. Those who abide in Me and I in them, bear much fruit.” (John 15: 1- 5)

What does it mean to Abide?  It means to take up residence - to be grafted in Jesus...to live in Jesus.  We are connected to God through Jesus.  From Jesus, the source of life, we receive nourishment, strength and power. Jesus invites us into relationship with God - and into relationship with Him.   We become sons and daughters of God - and brothers and sisters of Christ.  He knows us. He loves us..   Good Friday and Easter attests to that love.  We heard last week that He is our  “Good Shepherd -    our cornerstone” - we are grounded in him.

Abiding - also means to learn of him.  During that time of abiding and learning, the Spirit of Jesus, tends and waters our hearts and our curiosity grows.  We want to know more.   We want to serve him more.  To know Jesus deeper and to develop that close relationship, requires pruning.  OUCH!.  Yes it does.   Pruning comes in many forms. There is much pruning going on  in this world today.  When pruning time comes, know that you are not alone.  God sends his Spirit to give us knowledge, to strengthen us, to water us, to bind the wounds of the pruning, to graft His Spirit in you.    He sends his  Spirit to ENCOURAGE us, to AFFIRM our desire to know him -  and to help us along as we grow in JESUS.  Why are you here today?  Why are you here every week?  Because you want to know Jesus -  to serve him.  You have come to worship him.

The Ethiopian eunuch, chief financier of Queen Candace, with his inquiring mind wanted to know MORE of God.. Who is he? Biblical scholars Duling & Perrin write that “He was an outcast, since the Jewish leaders would not have accepted him as a proselyte, because of his mutilation.” (Pg.385).  However, he knew God and worshiped  him. He was returning from Jerusalem, where he went to worship God.  As he read from Isaiah (53) “the growing of the tender plant - the root out of the dry ground, the prophecy of the despise, rejection, the wounds, the stripes that will bring our healing,  the Lamb.....the seed, that shall be prolonged...the pleasure of the Lord which shall prosper in his hand...”  You can imagine what was stirring in the eunuch’s heart.  Who is this?   I want to know him as Isaiah does.               

The Spirit of Jesus, answered the desire of his heart, and Phillip, the disciple of Jesus, was whisked away on the Gospel train to join the Eunuch in his chariot.   The Spirit’s POWER transported Phillip and  two minds met - the inquiring mind of the Eunuch who wanted to learn of God, to abide in God....and Phillip, who had been through the pruning, during those times spent with Jesus.  “ Do you understand what you read?” -  “Of whom does the prophet speak?” Beginning with the salvation story - the teachings, miracles, crucifixion and resurrection, Phillip, the Evangelist, teaches the Eunuch of Jesus and his Love!  Phillip testifies to the universal Love of God for all people.. No one is excluded.  All are welcome!  Notice the excitement of the Eunuch.  Notice the action and interaction of the Eunuch and the Spirit of Jesus. WATER miraculously appears.  Exited he says - LOOK there is WATER!  What’s to stop you, Phillip, from baptizing me.  Baptize  me now!   The Eunuch is welcomed into the community of Believers.  Confess with us.  Share with us in his Eternal Priesthood.  Dennis Duling and Norman Perrin, authors of Proclamation and Parenesis write that “The Paraclete comes from the Father at the request of Jesus...that the Spirit represents the continued and recognized presence of Christ.” (Pg 425) Jesus is present with the Eunuch even before he knew of Jesus.  

Who knows when the Eunuch’s pruning time will come.  God knows.  Perhaps he has been already pruned. Meanwhile, he has found Jesus. He has received New Birth.  Now he  will bear much fruit and tell others of the Good News of Jesus - of Love.   The Eunuch continues on his journey home, “rejoicing!”  He is filled with joy - praise..  He is filled with the Spirit of Jesus.   He joins David, the Psalmist, “From you, Oh God, comes my praise in the great congregation.” (Psalm 22:25)

Jesus present with us now invites us to: “Learn of me, for I am meek and humble in heart and you will find rest unto your souls.”  He tells us that we will need him as we live in this world.  “Those who abide in me and I in them, bear much fruit, because, apart from me, you can do nothing.”  (John 15: 5)  There are times when He  carries us when we are weak and frail.(Paul says: “My Grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is made perfect in weakness.)..  He leads us; he speaks to and through us, as he did to Phillip and the Eunuch.  Jesus encourages us to stay connected to him.  He stays connected to you and me.  Be fruitful. Love one another. “If we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. “By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.”  (1 John 4: 12-13) I know - He keeps his promise.

